The Story of British Diplomacy
of the island. What, in 1799 he wished to know, were the British intentions respecting it ? Lord Whitworth, now representing King George at St Petersburg, is instructed by Grenville to disclaim for His Britannic Majesty any wish permanently to keep the place, or any idea, at the present moment, of giving it up. After this, Whitworth's self-respect forbids him to continue his residence at the Czars court. For some time to come the English embassy is in the hands of a charge d'affaires. This official sends home complaints of the personal outrages to which he is subjected. The English request for explanations provokes the reply that the Russian emperor only vouchsafes explanations to his Creator. Simultaneously also Woronzow in England hears from St Petersburg that his mission to England is at an end, that his private affairs require to be attended to at home and his own health to be recruited at a German spa. Any arrears of work would be cleared up by State Counsellor Lisakievitch.
Henceforth, having left the diplomatic service of his country, Woronzow remains in England as a, private resident; periodically, however, when occasion needs, he resumes his diplomatic role, passing most of his time at his villa near Southampton Water. H ere, from Count Pahlen, the head of the Russian Foreign Office, he heard in 1801 of its having pleased the Almighty to take to Himself the Emperor Paul (who had, to speak plainly, been strangled by a palace assassin in his bed). The new emperor, the Czar Alexander, the nations hope and love, intends a little later to make Woronzow Imperial Minister at home, but wishes him, before leaving England, to execute a
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